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FROM THE PRINCIPAL!S DESK 

Happy 2012!  I hope all students and their families had a wonderful Christmas!  It was nice to see all 

the smiling faces when school resumed on January 4th. 

 

A new year is an opportunity to look at what guides our thoughts and decisions each day, to look at 

the person we are and who we want to become.  Here is a New Year !s Prayer  for the entire IHMCS 

community: 

 

May God make your year a happy one!  
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,  
But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes;  
Not by making your path easy,  
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;  
Not by taking hardships f rom you,  
But by taking fear from your heart.  
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,  
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;  
Not by making your life always pleasant,  
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most, and by making you 
anxious to be there to help.  
God!s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead.  
 

******************************* 

Thanks so Much!  
• For all the candies, cookies and other treats that were sent to the staff during the weeks before      

Christmas!   

 To the IHMCS music specialists - Mrs. Wukmir & Mr. Bestler - for the outstanding Christmas 

 concerts!  Also, thank you to the faculty and staff who helped, before, during and after the concerts! 

• To the third & fifth grade teachers and students for leading us in a memorable prayer service on 

Wednesday, December 21st. 

****************************** 

We are nearly at the halfway point of the 2011-2012 school year - we have accomplished much, but 

we have much more to do before the school year ends in May.  Mid-year is often a good time to talk 

with your child/children about the importance of hard work, self-discipline and responsibility.  These 

are values that will help a child be successful in school and in life.  Parents, you can help your 

child/children by: 

 • Making punctuality  and good attendance  an accepted practice. 

 • Making homework a priority.  Homework is an essential and beneficial component of a 

 good education.  It provides students with the opportunity to develop responsibility, self-

 discipline, study skills, time management, organization skills and task completion.   

 Monitoring your child!s use of electronics - texting, e-mails, internet sites, types of games, etc. 

 

May God bless your families with happiness and peace throughout the New Year! 

 
Cheri Gardner 

Princial 

 



 

 

 A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE - SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 

The Office of Catholic Schools and the Chief Financial Officer for the 
Archdiocese examined your Sustainability Review and the Three Year Plan your 
Task Force developed .  The report shows your Task Force worked very diligently 
acknowledging the strengths and identifying the challenges for growth for 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School.  
 
You are one of the few schools in the Sustainability Review category to come out  
of a consolidation into a parish/school model.  It is apparent that this has been a 
very successful transition.  One of the great strengths that your Review points 
out is the strong sense of community that Immaculate Heart of Mary shares as a 
parish and s chool.  The success of the capital campaign in 2010 to retire the debt 
on the school building speaks to this strong sense and commitment as a 
community.  
 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School is blessed with many strengths from a 
gifted and high quality  faculty, to a debt free school facility.  Catholic identity also 
stands out as a strength.  
 
The task force did an excellent job using the demographics and financials 
supplied.  The SWOT analysis was spot on and , I!m sure, very helpful as you  
completed th e development of the Three Year Plan.  Wel l done!  For a school 
with many strengths, you identified the threats and challenges well.  
 
John Bierbaum, CFO for the Archdiocese, expressed concern upon reviewing the 
projections and conclusions from Catholic Fin ance Corporation.  His concern is 
that operational deficits could exhaust reserves by the end of FY 2014 unless 
your financial plan successfully alleviates this situation.  Being included in a 
Shared Resources Discussion ( SRD) is certainly appropriate at this time as you 
look at all the options for future sustainability.  
 
I want to thank you and your Task Force for the time and work you put into your 
Review and Plan.  Have a wonderful and blessed school year.  
 
Marty Frauenheim - Superintendent of Schools  
 
************************************************************************************************* 

 

UPDATE ON SHARED RESOURCES DISCUSSIONS 
Our parish leadership continues to meet with the surrounding school/parishes in this 

region of the Archdiocese.  We continue the review process of looking at demographics 

and financial trends. In addition, we discuss possible ways to best plan for the future, by 

sharing ideas and working together. Catholic Finance Corporation prepares financial 

models, based on the data they have that has been provided by the parishes, that would 

best serve the needs of the region as each school/parish plans for the future. 
 

 



 

 
 

ON THE CALENDAR AT IHMCS 
 
Wednesday, January 11 Ð Mass 2:15 (grade 3, Mrs. Gross) 
Thursday, January 12 -  School Geography Bee 1:30  
Monday, January 16 Ð NO SCHOOL - NO KIDS CARE/ Martin Luther King Day  
Friday, January 20 Ð Mid- Trimester Reports Sent Home 
Saturday, January 28 Ð Bingo Bonanza  
Monday, January 30 Ð Catholic Schools Week Begins 

 
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School Mission Statement 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School is dedicated to providing a program of 
academic excellence and spiritual formation for students in preschool through eighth 
grade.  Parents, students, educators and the Catholic community are all partners in 
providing a faith-filled learning environment that maximizes the individual gifts of our 
students, fosters a relationship with God, and models the Gospel in respect and service 
of others. 

 

 
 

 

   2011-12 National Geographic Geography Bee 
 

IHMCS has again registered for the National Geographic 
Geography Bee! On Thursday, January 12th all students, grades 

4-8, will gather in the gym to watch the nine winners (one from 
each homeroom) compete to be our school’s champion. That winner will 
then take a paper and pencil test, which is submitted in hopes of being one 

of the top 100 in the state of Minnesota! If so, that individual will be invited 
to a Minnesota competition to be held March 30, 2012. The winner of that 
competition will represent the state of Minnesota in Washington, DC, at the 

national competition in May! The national first place winner receives a 
$25,000 scholarship; second place receives a $15,000 scholarship, and third 

place a $10,000 scholarship. 

 
For the past several years, IHM has sent a student to the state bee- let’s see 

if we can do it again! 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ms. Bowman 

 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast!! 

The IHM Men’s Club is sponsoring a Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, January 8th following all Masses. 
 



 

 

  Holy Angels sponsors open house on January 18 
 
The Academy of Holy Angels (AHA), 6600 Nicollet Ave. S., Richfield, will host an open house 
for prospective students and for their families on Wednesday, January 18, beginning at 6 p.m.  
 
The evening will begin with registration and refreshments from 6 to 6:30 p.m. in the AHA 
Convocation Center. The opening program and fine arts presentation will begin at 6:30 p.m. in 
the theater.  School tours, faculty and student presentations, and financial aid and scholarship 
information continue until approximately 8 p.m.  
 
Visitors will learn about: 

!  how AHA helps students grow in faith and encourages faith in action through service 
!  the rigorous academics and college prep curriculum at Holy Angels 
!  the schoolÕs program for integrating technology into many aspects of learning 
!  AHAÕs broad selection of activities  

 
Other important dates for eighth graders considering AHA 

! January 12 is a Future Star Day at Holy Angels 
Future Star Days are special school days when eighth graders are invited to attend and 
see AHA in action. For more information and to register, contact Meg Angevine in 
AHAÕs Admissions Department, mangevine@academyofholyangels.org or 612-798-
0764. (Registration deadline is January 10.)  

 
! Placement test is Saturday, January 21 

Students interested in enrolling at Holy Angels for the 2012-13 school year should take 
the placement test at AHA on Saturday, January 21.  
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Admissions Department, mangevine@academyofholyangels.org or 612-798-0764. 

 
For more information about the open house, Future Star days, the placement test or make-up 
tests, or to receive an AHA admissions packet, contact AHA Admissions Director Jesse Foley at 
612-798-2621 or jfoley@academyofholyangels.org 


