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FROM THE PRINCIPAL!S DESK 

 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Thank you so much for your generous food and cash donations for the ICA Food Shelf!  The tables by the 
office were overflowing with food items.  IHMCS students and their families once again have answered 
the call to help those in need!! 
 
Grand Celebration - November 19th 

I am looking forward to a great evening of fellowship & fundraising tomorrow night!  See you there!! 
 
Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to gather the many ÒgiftsÓ you already have in your life and marvel at the 
heap of blessings you have received.  Several years ago I came across a list of Sometimes Overlooked 

Blessings and I would like to share a few with you: 
  
 Knowing that you have made a difference in someone!s life 
 Giggles 
 Unconditional love 
 A call from someone just to say, ÒI love you.Ó 
 Someone asking, ÒHow are you?Ó and really caring about the answer. 
 Listening to your child read his/her first book 
 A full moon on a clear night 
 Someone saying you did a good job 
 The wisdom of children 
 The sound of rain falling on the roof 
 Feeling the warmth of the sun on your skin 
 Comfortable shoes 
 A place to call home 
 The morning stillness of your house before anyone else has awakened 
 Forgiveness 
 The aromas wafting from the kitchen on Thanksgiving Day 
 
I offer a Thanksgiving prayer to the IHMCS community: 
 
Thank you God for all the gifts that make our life full. Thank you God for our family, our friends, 

and all those who share their goodness with us. 

Thank you God for those who are there when we need encouragement, a kindly ear, a good 

talking to, a pat on the back, a shared meal, or a gift of their time. 

Thank you God for our ability to show love to other people - for the times we have  encouraged, 

listened, shared advice, patted another!s back, shared a meal, or given our time. 

All praise and thanks to you, our God, source of all that is good.   Amen. 
 
May you find joy in the everyday blessings of faith, family and friends! 
 
God Bless, 

 
Cheri Gardner 
Princial 

 



 
 
 

ON THE CALENDAR AT IHM 
Friday, November 18 Ð Report Cards Sent Home 
Saturday, November 19 Ð Grand Celebration! 
Monday, November 21 Ð Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-9:00 
Tuesday, November 22 Ð Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-9:00 
Wednesday, November 23 Ð NO SCHOOL 
Thursday, November 24 Ð HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
Friday, November 25 Ð NO SCHOOL Ð NO KIDS CARE 
Sunday, November 27 Ð Advent Begins 
Thursday, December 1 Ð Jr. High Play - Parent Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 
  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School Mission Statement  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School is dedicated to providing a program of 
academic excellence and spiritual formation for students in preschool through eighth 
grade.  Parents, students, educators and the Catholic community are all partners in 
providing a faith-filled learning environment that maximizes the individual gifts of our 
students, fosters a relationship with God, and models the Gospel in respect and service 
of others. 
 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Conference Schedule Sheets were sent home with students in the 

Bl ue folder today, Friday, November 18th  

 
 

THERE WILL BE NO WEEKENDER NEXT WEEK  
DUE TO THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY!  

We hope y ou enjoy a safe and restful time with your family!  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Barnes & Noble BOOKFAIR 
Supporting Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School 
Friday, December 2nd, 2011 
9:00am-10pm 

At all Barnes & Noble Bookstores and on their website:  www.barnesandnoble.com 
 
Online Purchases can be made from Friday, December 2nd  through Wednesday, December 7th   
(Our Original Bookfair Day plus Five Additional Days), Six Total Online Sale Days to benefit IHM! 
 
Watch for more info soon! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

IHMCS ADVENT SERVICE PROJECT 
 

Our Advent Service Project will be collecting pajamas for two local charities; Minnetonka 
Life Care Center and Sojourner Project.  We will be collecting the PJs from Monday, 
November 28th through Thursday, December 15th at school.   
 
Pajamas are mostly needed for infants, small children and women.  Students are to 
bring in pajamas mostly for their age group (K-6).  Preschool students are to help bring 
in toddler pajamas. Junior high are to bring in pajamas for teens and mothers.  Faculty 
and parents are to get infant pajamas.  This is to help make sure all the needs of these 
two charities are met.  Pajamas are to be new and not used. 
 
Minnetonka Life Care Center exists to support crisis pregnancies.  They support the 
decision for life.  When a woman comes to them for assistance they will help to support 
the infant for two years.  They are a Christian Pro Life Ministry located in downtown 
Hopkins who at present are helping to support over 75 infants and their families. 
 
Sojourner provides emergency shelter for women and children; legal advocacy and 
support to empower those victimized by domestic violence to reclaim their safety; and 
educational resources to raise awareness and promote violence prevention in our 
community. In 2010 Sojourner provided emergency shelter for 345 women and children.   
 
 

Pre-school - Toddlers! Pajamas 
 

K-6 - Their own age group pajamas 
 

Junior High - Teens! & Mothers! Pajamas  
 

Faculty & Parents  - Infant Pajamas 
 
 

 
 
       As you are sending your holiday greetings to family and friends, 

  please send one to the IHMCS office, so we can share the 

Christmas cheer with our entire school community! 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HO! HO! HO! 
The Christmas Boutique is Just Around the Corner! 

 

December 12th, 13th and 14th Ð Pre-K through 4th Grade 
 

We Need Your Help!  Your Donations are What Make This Event Possible! 

"The children that have experienced the boutique before look forward to it all year!  First-time shoppers are in for a real treat!Ó 

To ensure that each child has the opportunity for the same shopping experience, we ask the following: 

¥  Each Family with Children in Pre-K through 4th Grade donate 14 of the same item.   

The items can cost around $1.00 or so per item (the idea is for the shopping and giving experience).  

¥  If you have more than one child at IHM in Pre-K through 4th grade, you only need to donate 14 total items. 

(There are many places to find great inexpensive items - the Dollar Store or the dollar bins at Target are a few.  Please, new items only). 

¥  No time to shop?  You may make a cash donation and we will shop for you!  

Please make your check payable to IHMCS and indicate Christmas Boutique in the memo. 

¥  Please send your Donations with your children to school or drop them off at the  

IHM School Off ice start ing November 28th and by December 8th. 
 

Ideas for Gift Donations
Dads & Grandpas 

Small tools (screw drivers, 
hammers, tape measurers), 
small fishing gear (lures, 
bobbers, line, stringers), 
work gloves, socks, key 

chains, golf items (towels, 
tees, golf balls), caps, sports 

items, socks, duct tape, 
chocolates, candy, nuts, etc. 

Moms & Grandmas 
Ornaments, jewelry, 
candles, soaps, hand 

towels, lotion, figurines, 
knick-knacks, little 
picture books and 
frames, chocolate, 
candy, cookbooks, 

notepads, nail polish, 
cooking utensils, etc. 

Brothers 
Sports items, baseball 
hats, books, videos, 
cds, dvds, toys, balls, 
hot wheels, Legos, 

trading cards, pencils, 
note pads, gloves, 
stocking caps, mini 
flashlights, candy 
Sqwishies, etc. 

Sisters  
Hats, mittens, scarves, 

gloves, nail polish, 
diaries, lip gloss, craft 
kits, comb and brush 
sets, hair accessories, 

books, cds, videos, toys, 
stuffed animals, pens, 

pencils, note pads, 
chocolate, candy, etc. 

Pets  
Cat or dog treats, toys, 
bones, catnip, vests, 
collars, chews, etc. 

Babies  
hats, mittens, socks, 
ornament frames,  

brush and comb sets, 
dish sets, rattles,  

t-shirts, binkies, etc.
 

Interested in Helping at the Boutique? 
It's fun to help the kids with shopping and gift-wrapping for a morning or afternoon, please contact us if you are interested (info below). 

If you have extra gifts or gift wrap items you would like to donate, especially tissue paper Ð you can leave them in the school office.  Thank you! 
 

Like crafts? Decorate boutique gift bags with the kids over Thanksgiving Weekend! 
You or your child can pick up a set of 20 bags in the office Monday the 21st or Tuesday the 22nd Ð  please return bags to the school office by December 1st. 

 

Children's Shopping Day Info to Follow É  
Watch for final information to be sent home in your child's take home folder and in the weekender.  It will include information about 
the time and day each class will shop, and a sheet of gift tags so you can help your child decide in advance whom they will shop for. 

 

Thank you again in advance for your donations, your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
  

Questions? Please call or email: 
Annette Lee at (952) 545-7884 or annettemlee@mac.com 

Debbie Paquette at (952) 945-7034 or djpaquette@comcast.com 
Nicole Abramson at (952) 426-4267 or jefflovesnicole@gmail.com 



 
Author Events at IHM  

 This past week, our IHM students have had a couple of wonderful opportunities, thanks to 
the hard work and dedication of parent volunteer and queen of all things literary, Pamela 
Klinger-Horn.   
 On Sunday, twenty IHM students (and their parents) attended an event at The Loft in 
Minneapolis.  Students had the opportunity to meet authors such as Anne Ursu (Breadcrumbs and 
The Shadow Thieves), Kelly Barnhill (The Mostly True Story of Jack), Kurtis Scalleta (Mudville) and 
many others.  Students listened to a presentation by Ms. Ursu and Ms. Barnhill and had a 
chance to chat with the authors afterward and get their books autographed.   
 On Monday, Sheila OÕConnor, the author of Sparrow Road came to school and gave a talk 
to the 5-8 graders involved in our book clubs.  She talked with the students about how to be an 
author and the skills that an author needs.  The students were very excited to have this 
opportunity to learn from an expert. 
 We are blessed to have these opportunities to get students excited about reading and 
writing.  It builds on and reinforces the concepts that students learn in the classroom.  Thank  
you, Pamela, for helping make these great events happen! 

 
 

 
Trip to GrandmaÕs?  Gift Ideas?   Stocking Stuffers?    
Are you scheduled to spend significant time traveling this holiday season?  Are you looking for ideas for 
those hard to shop for folks, teenagers or employees?   If so, make sure and get your Holiday Station 
gas cards  sooner rather than later!  Remember, the cards may be used to purchase gas or convenience 
items in the station. They are a simple and smart idea for all drivers, make great gifts and the school 
earns 7% on all sales. Customers receive the dollar for dollar value of the card. It is an easy way to 
support the school and students while purchasing a product needed daily.  
Order forms may be found at the end of this email, on the website or in the school office.    Contact Terri 
Kemmerer at 952-443-2498 or tkemmerer@embarqmail.com if you have questions. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


